AIETAEIEPA ST. VLADIMIR INSTITUTE

PN ~NyY N
A2 N O 2 - N E W S
620 SPADINA AVE. TORONTO, ON M5S 2H4 TEL. 416.923.3318 FAX 416.923.8266
www.stvladimir.ca e-mail: svi@stvladimir.ca

Winter 2009-2010

otoc HapoauBCa - Caagjy Fiop
| or

- | s

A\ W

T ]
"

il

= L L

N o o o B e X N |
...I-A-'--a.'-i..d-d-'\':'ﬂ-ra-a-a.a..l (N g gt U g L R Rt i ot

~NAs N A

+i3 Alaineoesediiy, Rayo-aa+30id caé+ae,
0 alae ai ia

sar A

=5
>

N
o
H
SO S
w
S X
L2

ge)
=
>
W
Q
> o
Y
Q QO

o
x
3
m/
[N
o
Qo

N



NEWS

Winter 2009-2010

Visti is published by:
St. Vladimir Institute
620 Spadina Avenue
Toronto, Ontario M5S 2H4
Tel: (416) 923-3318
Fax: (416) 923-8266

svi@stvladimir.ca
www.stvladimir.ca

Newsletter Editor:
Lidia Smilka

Co-ordinator: Eugene Yakovitch

Thanks to the following individuals
who contributed to this issue:

Anastasia Baczynsky Christine
Kuzyk, Claudia Mykytiuk, Slauka
Fodchuk, Fr. Bohdan Sencio,
Roman Smika, Paul Strathdee,
Oresta Teskey, Eugene Yakovitch,
Anna Yakymiw

Design and Production:
The Basilian Press
(416) 234-1212

A2NO?
Céia 2009-2010

A~ N A N s N

Eoceé, Esaaas;
Ataaaiias Naiout, biiaiias

>

President's Message

This is an exciting time of y ear for us. With our
recent Annual Genelal Meeting, we are beginning
fresh with a new addition to our Board of
Directors. This past year has been very busy.
We've felt the pinch from the economic downturn,
we've adjusted our plans for renovations, but have
continued with the general up-keep of the
Institute, and have significantly increased the
events and programs that we have become known
for. We believe that the economy is beginning to
correct itself, and greater prosperity will be come
in 2010, partly due to our frugal planning during
20009.

Our residence is ull this year and we were at
capacity much sooner than previously. In fact, we
already have students on the waiting list for next
year.

As you may recall, a couple of years ago we presented a three-tiered plan for
revitalization. The first part of the plan w as to invigorate our facility and make it
more inviting by renovating the main tr affic areas. The next tier was to increase
our program offerings and events so that our newly updated f acility could be
enjoyed. The final component of the plan w as to increase our membership and
outreach into the community. By developing programs that cater to many inter-
ests, we hope to raise our profile among members of the community who have
never visited the | nstitute. We are very proud to say that we have accomplished
the first two tiers of the plan wi th our renovations in 2008 and this past year with
our programs. Now we will need to focus on increasing our membership.

With the r ecent success of our Casino Odessa 2009, we can look bérward to the
10th anniversary of our Casino fundraising event next fall. Our traditional Malanka
will be held on Friday, January 15th, 2010 at the | nstitute — a chance to get
together with friends old and new.

Our Board of Directors is a working board, in every sense of the word, but the
success of our past events can be credited to the efforts of our dedicated staff:
our Head Administrator Slauka Fodchuk, our Administrative Assistant, Anna
Jakymiw, our Librarian, Halyna Ostapchuk and, of course, Lidia Smlka, our
Cultural Program Director. We thank them f or their hard work and long hours. We
also appreciate the extra hours our facilities and kitchen staff put in to mak e our
events enjoyable.

Our community exposure has never been higher. With our annual participation
in the Bloor West Village Ukrainian festival, we maintain a regular connection with
our fellow Torontonians. We always receive a positive response to our displays and
look forward to participating next y ear. Part of our display space is shared with the
Ukrainian Museum of Canada and we would fike to thank them f or their contribu -
tion. We'd also like to thank the Ukrainian Genealogy group for their participation;
there is always a flurry of activity in their corner.

We could not have accomplished our recent goals without the support of our
members. Your donations of funds and volunteered time were very generous and
we sincerely thank you for keeping the Institute vibrant.

| would now ask you for your help in increasing our membership by promoting
our programs to friends and family. This will help strengthen St. Vladimir I nstitute,
and it will help strengthen their appreciation of our Ukrainian heritage.

In closing, | wish all our members, their families and friends of the | nstitute a
very Merry Christmas and a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year
C D3caaii Odenoiaei oa liaei biéii.

AGIA Disedacouny! Neaasin Eial!

Paul Strathdee, President
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Paul Strathdee , President Taaet Nosaoas, Aieéfaa Oidsaae



MUSEUM NEWS

The new exhibit "AADE
D2CAARIT TIDE — CHRISTMAS
TRADITIONS & TOYS" opened
Sunday, December 13, 2009, and
continues until February 28, 2010.

The exhibit depicts age-old
Christmas traditions and folk toys-c
ated in Canada and Ukraine, which [
will enchant the child in all of us. -
Included are historical Christmas
cards, print material relating to the
season, plays preparing children fo
visit from Na. Ieéiéaé/St. Nicholas,
and a scene depicting the magical
wait for the first star on Nayo Aa+3a/
Christmas Eve.

Visiting children will participate in
age-appropriate activities/crafts, and are encouraged to wear
embroidered shirts and blouses.

Wachna, Dorothy Hutsulak-Mandziuk
and Kalyna Sakaliuk. The small-col
lection has grown to over 4,000 arti
facts, which include more than 400
embroidered shirts. Since 1980 the
Ontario Branch has mounted 30 the

3| matic exhibits. The Museum's rich

i collection of historic artifacts have
been displayed in outstanding

il exhibits. We have also gone out into
the Ukrainian community for exhibit
material, such as Ukrainian Weaving,

Photo: (l.-r.) P. Strathdee, St. Vladimir's Presidqggrsr:i%?g (Plrggg)nt_lgr%gSg;,nghc;geer

with Sonia Holiad and Daria Diakowsky, (2004), John and Mary Yaremko

exhibition curators. Collection (2008) and most recently,
Ivaan Kotulsky in Retrospect (2009).
We celebrate our 65 years of volunteer work with pride.
Our mandate of collecting, preserving, exhibiting, researching
The Museum Boutique will feature hand puppets made by  and teaching is still the prime goal. We can look back on our
volunteers, along with toys and books, many from Ukraine.  many accomplishments with satisfaction. However, a new era

ONTARIO BRANCH — celebrates 65th ANNIVERSARY ©f expectations and responsibilities awaits us. Our Museum
In the fall of 1944, the Eastern Branch (now Ontario Branch) c&nnot accomplish all that we wish, without increased partici

of the Ukrainian Museum of Canada was formed at the Kn. pation of members and friends.

Olha Branch, of the Ukrainian Women's Association of Canada

at St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral. The Ontario

Branch moved to St. Vladimir Institute in 1979 to a large exhibit

room, and two artifact storage rooms.
The names of the originators are familiar to us all — Jean

'We wish you all a joyous Christmas. AANAEEO NARO!
OPENOIN IADIAEANR! - NEAA2I ETAT!
AAZEAT AAT UANOR, CAIDIAR, OA
NiiRxITAT 2010 DIEO.
Claudia Mykytiuk

From a Spider to a Star. How a Young Boy's Love of Christmas

Revived T raditional

What do a spider web, a wheat sheaf, and a celestial enti-
ty have in common? Although seemingly unrelated, they
make up part of a long list of traditional folk decorations
that over hundreds of years have developed their own spe-
cial place in Ukrainian Christmas celebations.

This year, St. Vladimir I nstitute of fered three workshops
on traditional Ukrainian Christmas folk decorations: the
making of a "didukh" (wheat sheaf ), a "pavuk" (spider
web), and a "zvizda" (star).

Natalia Valenyuk, a talented and acclaimed Ukrainian folk
artist, demonstrated the forgotten art of wheat artistry . She
helped participants create wonderful Christmas artifacts: a
"didukh" centre-piece, a "pavuk” - spider web chandelier,
which symbolizes God's protection of the Holy Family, and a
"zvizda", multigrain Christmas star

The "didukh", or wheat sheaf, has always been, for exam-
ple, an essential part of Ukrainian Christmas festivities. It
represents our ancestral connection to our agrarian roots
and to the souls of our departed f armer-ancestors.

Natalia's workshops were attended by a variety of inter -
esting individuals who were keen to learn about and pass
on the tradition of these traditional artifacts. Participants
included Ukrainian Museum curators, school instructors,
young women, students, long-time Canadians, newcomers,

Ukrainian Christmas

Arts at St. Vladimir's

and even mothers who brought their children.

The atmosphere at each the three workshops, one for
each folk art, held over three weeks in November, was
truly inspirational: they wer e held as a holiday tribute to
the memory of the late Andrijk o Olynyk, a boy who loved
the spirit of Christmas, and offered with love to members
of St. Vladimir I nstitute by "chocha" Chrystia and Uncle
Lorne.

Held without cost to participants, the workshops wer e
generously sponsored by Mrs Christine Kuch-Hailstone and
Mr. Lorne Hailstone. William Kuch, Andrijko’s grandfather,
was interested enough to actively participate in the "zviz-
da" workshop.

We are very grateful for their support of this pr ogram.
Each participant took home a Christmas decomtion to dis-
play during their f amily festivities and to the warm spirit of
their own Ukrainian Christmas.

For those who were unable to join us, we hope to of fer
this same set of traditional Ukrainian Christmas folk art
workshops next year. To view some of these newly creat-
ed Ukrainian folk art pieces drop in to St. Vladimir
Institute's very own Ukrainian Museum's Christmas Dy
Exhibit.

Lidia Smilka , SVI Cultural Director



Professor Magosci Discusses the Ukrainian Diasporas

Professor Paul Robert Magocsi, Chair of Ukrainian
Studies at the University of Toronto, lectured to a full
house on November 6 at St. Vladimir's I nstitute. His
lecture, titled "The Ukrainian Diaspora, or Diasporas
from Ukraine?" deatlt with a topic which he felt he
could not treat properly in his general histories of
Ukraine. However, to the surprise of some, Prof.
Magocsi selected to ilustrate the history of non-eth -
nic Ukrainian Diasporas exclusively. Because of this,
the lecture did not review ethnic Ukrainian emigration
at all and concentrated on the emigration experi-

.| ences of other ethnic groups instead. Crimean

“4 Tartars, Jews, Russians, Poles, Germans and Risyns

| were identified as populations which experienced

i periods of large scale emigration from Ukraine

throughout history. The professor examined siz,

periods of emigration and major destinations for each

Photo: Professor P.R. Magocsi, in the m/dd/e with Parliamentary group. | nterestingly, he also described the develop-

Program students from Ukraine. A. Baczynskyj on the very left. ment of ethnic identi ty of each group within Ukraine
and retention of their identi ties after emigration.

The lecture was stimulating and it was fortunate that 24 students f rom Ukraine, participating in the Parliamentary
Program in Ottawa, had a chance to see the University of Toronto professor in action. He delighted them with some
attention after the lectur e, and delighted the auditorium full of Ukrainian Canadians wth his praise of the Ukrainian
people in promoting their unique identity. He said that it was not long ago that the Ukrainians, as a matter of politics,
did not exist but thr ough their zeal have given themselves a face, placing themselves on the map of Europe. As
always, Prof. Magocsi's categorization of Rusyns as non-ethnic Ukrainians was considered contentious by some,
nonetheless he brought forth an important point which is not often addr essed in the Ukrainian community in Toronto --
that the history of Ukr aine is as multi-layered as the territory is multicultural.

Anastasia Baczynskyj , Ph.D.
SVI Board Member

Presenting "Blood in the Borshch"

On November 6, writer Janice Kulyk-Keefer and artist Natalka Husar presented their unique experience of contem-
porary Ukraine, a joint collection of art and literature entitled “Blood in the Borshch”.

The event featured a Powerpoint show of Ms. Husar’s collection of paintings, “The Burden of | nnocence” and
readings by Ms. Kulyk-Keefer from her work of poetry, -

“Foreign Relations”. The presentation was created follow-
ing a 2005 joint tour b y the artists to Ukraine.

Emotions were high as the artists shared their
extraordinarily personal and poignant impressions of post
Orange Revolution Ukraine with the standing r oom only
audience.

The universality of the themes left the capacity crowd
eager to hear more during the question period and gr ate-
ful that Ms. Husar and Ms. Kulyk-Keefer so willingly and
patiently bared their artistic souls.

Following the question and answer session, a delight-
ed audience was treated to the refreshments and signing
of the artists’ collaborative effort, a beautiful hand-crafted
book titled ‘APTEKA

On behalf of all who attended, we wish both
Ms. Husar and Ms. Kulyk-Keefer all the best with

their future events. Photo: I.-r. Natalka Husar and Janice Kulyk-Keefer
Christine Kuzyk , Board member, SVI sign their books.




St. Vladimir Liaises with Ternopil’'s EuroClub With the Help of Fr. Sametz

While on visit to Ternopil last September, | w as invited by EuroClub leaders to help
celebrate their First School Bell, Ukraine’s version of opening school day. EuroClub,
located at the Secondary School #23 in the blue col lar district of Ternopil, Ukraine.

It was an unforgettable show: students and teachers were happy to return to school.
I was invited to share my understanding of Canada, explain Canadian concept of
democracy and life. It w as not easy to combine the three compound subjects in one
presentation. And | found a great help in the book “My Father the Priest” by William
Sametz to illustrate how a real democracy helps an immigrant to survive and prosper
in a new country. Teachers and students were so impressed by Fr. Sametz’ story
that | lefti t as a gift to the school in the name of St. Vladimir | nstitute. Later, after
returning to Toronto, | found that the teachers at the school began to tr anslate it
into Ukrainian, German, and French, and used it as a teaching aid. That’s how a
simple story of a Ukrainian emigrant inspired so many people to understand what a

EuroClub teachers, School #23, Ternopil, true democracy was, and how it helped a determined person to reach his goal in life.
Ukraine.(l.-r.) Tetyana Derevinska, Lidia Smilka, L . .
Olha Strun, Stepan Mokhorchuk, School Principal. Lidia Smilka , SVI Cuttural Director

4 N

The Legacy of Leo Mol: The Artist and the Man

On Friday, November 13, 2009 we hosted a tribute to the gr eat Ukrainian-
Canadian sculptor Leo Mol, whose marvellous statue of St. Vladimir the Great
has stood in front of the | nstitute for the past 20 years. Daria Darewych, Ph.
D., recently presented a lecture on the man and his art. She had met Mr.
Mol many times when living in Winnipeg and provided insights into his per-
sonality and into his very private life.
An excellent presentation served to illustrate the talk. We surveyed Mr. Mol's
many Taras Shevchenlo statues, his portraits of famous statesmen, his many
commissioned works, as wel as his beautiful stained glass windows. Most
notable was a visual tour of the Leo Mol Sculpture Garden in Winnipeg —
almost like being there.
We were most fortunate to have in the audience many art lovers and artists,
some of whom also knew Leo Mol and were generous in sharing their experi-
ences and memories with us. A lively discussion ensued wih respect to the
- many mysteries surrounding his life. We are very grateful to Professor
Leonid Molodozhanyn (Leo Mol)parewych for preparing and presenting this lecture and for kindly donating
1915-2009 the Powerpoint presentation to the St. Vladimir | nstitute Library.

- J

33 Black Flags Commemorate Holodomor

November is when
Holodomor is remembered.
Canadas Ukrainian community
again asserted that the 1933
famine was a deliberately
orchestrated communist political
act against Ukraine. To com-
memorate this annual event,
members of the University of
Toronto Students Club placed 33
black flags (to signify the year
1933) in front of St. Vladimir Eugene Yakovitch |

Institute. Many pasgersky . Flags Commemorating the Holodomor Board Member, SVI
stopped to read the informative on St. Vladimir's front lawn.

plague set up to educate people
about the Holodomor atrocity
that is reputed to have killed
over ten million Ukrainians in
one of history’s worst genocides.
The Ukrainian Genocide should
n't be forgotten or forgiven. We
| must never forget those who
perished because they were
innocent victims of a guilty
regime.




Paul Yuzyk Award recipient chooses S t. Vladimir's Institute for $20,000 grant

Photol: (I.-r.) Paul Strathdee, President, SVI, Yvonne
Ivanochko, President, Ukrainian Museum of Canada, repre
senting Mr. John Yaremko on behalf of William and Rose
Sametz, and Mr. James Bezan, MP.

This past summer, our esteemed member, The Honorable
Mr. John Yaremko, was the recipient of the first Paul Yuzyk
award for Multiculturalism provided by the Ministry of
Citizenship and Immigration, recognizing Mr Yaremko's con-
sistent support of multiculturalism during his political career
and in his personal life.

This award included a $20,000 grant component that w as
to be directed to a worthy organization that exemplified the
goals of the ministry and the spirit in which the award was
founded. St. Vladimir Institute was acknowledged as the

Photo 2: Media Interviews at grant ceremony.

recipient of this grant and, as a result, on Monday,
November 16th, we hosted a government press conference
announcing the grant to the | nstitute where Mr. James
Bezan, Member of Parliament for | nterlake-Selkirk, Manitoba
was on hand to officiate.

We would like to acknowledge the efforts of Mr. Yaremko's
caregivers, Bill and Rose Sametz and their family, who
requested that the grant be provided to St. Vladimir I nstitute
to support our mul ticultural goals and our many cultural
functions. We are very grateful for the generosity of both
Mr. Yaremko and the Sametz's and their efforts in directing
this grant to the | nstitute.

Grant from Bloor W est Festival makes for a Festive Occasion

Not so long ago when the weather was warm and
sunny, we enjoyed some beautiful days at the very success
fully crowded Bloor West Village Festival, held September
18-20, 2009, in Toronto’s west end. Most praiseworthy was
St. Vladimir Institute’s pavilion because it was consistently
seen as being filled with happy, noisy and excited children

St. Vladimir’s pavilion at Bloor Festival. Jim Onyschuk and
Sonia van Heerden from the Genealogy Group share their
experiences with visitors.

playing with special arts and crafts.

Inside the pavilion, adult visitors pursued discussions
with members of the Ukrainian Genealogy Goup. A map of
Ukraine quickly became the center of attraction. This sce-
nario was almost a carbon copy of previous years. Later
that Fall it was determined that those who attended crafts
came to our Christmas workshops while those who talked
about genealogy later requested a special Ukrinian course.

So, you can imagine what a pleasant surprise it was to
receive a letter this December from Olya Odynsky-Grod,
Vice Prsident of the Ukrainian Culture Festival, containing
both added praise and a cheque for our success at their fes-
tival.

“We are especialy pleased, read the letter, “to enclose
a cheque for $1000 to St. Vladimir | nstitute to assist with
the related costs of the genealogy project”. The letter
explained that the donation w as part of the grant the festi-
val received from Heritage Canada.

Our sincere thanks to Heritage Canada
and the Bloor West Festival
for this generous contribution. Mnohaya Lita!



Upcoming Event s Winter 2010

Icon Writing Workshops: 6:30 — 9:30 pm.
Wednesday, January 20 — March 24/10
Thursday, January 21 — March 25/10

Fee: $240.00/30 hrs. — paint boards included

Ukrainian Language Courseg:00 — 9:00 pm.
Level 1: Thursdays, Jan. 14/09 — May 6/10
Level 2: Thursdays, Jan. 14 — Apr. 22/10
Level 4: Wednesday3an. 10 — Apr. 21/10
Fee: $120.00 (30 hours)

High Proficiency Ukrainian:
Mondays, January 11 — April 26/10
Fee: $100. (25 hours)

Ukrainian for Genealogy Group:
Tuesdays, Jan. 12 — May 25/10

Jean Ochrym
"A Visual Journey"
Art exhibit
November 29/09 — February 20 /10
at St. Vladimir Institute

Jean Ochrym has been an artist at heart from early
childhood. Being practical as well as creative, Jean pur-
sued a career as a pharmacist and later returned to the
University of Toronto to obtain an MBA. When her
children were young she took art classes which eventu-
ally lead to a Certificate of Fine Arts from Sheridan
Colege.

Jean paints using vivid colours and creates movement of
light by using bold brush strokes. The play of light also
influences her subjects: the rushing streams, reflections,
swirling skies and tumbling leaves. She is inspired by
the scenery at her Lake of Bays cottage and by the style
of the Group of Seven artists who often painted in the
Muskoka and Algonquin Park areas.

Lectures and Discussions
Professor Ed Burstynsky Memorial Lectures
G "Understanding Contexts: Unwinding Ethnic
Identity in the Diaspora.”
Anastasia Baczynskyj, Ph.D.
January 31, Sunday 2:00 pm.
G "Human Rights in Ukrainian Diasporas”
Yurij Darewych, Ph.D. TBA
G "Ukraine's interests in the Black Sea Region"
Jakob Hedenskog, Deputy Research Director,
Swedish Defencee Research Agency(FOI) and
Petro Jacyk Visiting Fellow at the Centre for
European, Russian and Eurasian Studies, U of T.
February 28, Sunday 2:00 pm.
G "Media, Democracy, and Freedom"
Book Launch and Presentation
Marta Dyczok, Ph.D
University of Western Ontario
TBA

Art Exhibits

Currently: The Art of Jean Ochrym

"A Visual Journey"

until February 20/10

Exhibit hours: Monday — Friday, 11 am to 6 pm.,
or by appointment

« Ukrainian Easter BreatPaskaBaking
Monday, March 22/10  6:30 — 9:30 pm.
With Mykhailo Dyakowsky, Chef/Instructor

Monday, March 29/10
With Bohdan Byenko, Culinary Instructor

Fee: $25. Limited classes — 10 people only

Clubs at St. Vladimir's
New: Musical Discussion Groupircle of Fifth's
with Wasyl Sydorenko "Ukrainian Tango”, TBA
Genealogy Group meets every second Tuesday of
each month — 7:30 — 9:30 pmww.torugg.org
Toastmasters Club meetsevery Wednesday,
7:00 — 8:00 pmwww.stvladimir.freetoasthost.info




Thank You for the Eventful Year

"Ukrainian for Genealogy" class students at Jean Ochrym'’s art :
exhibit. Anne Jakymiw, their Ukrainian Instructor, in the middle. Photo (I.-r.) Paul Strathdee, President, SVI, and
Mr. James Bezan, MP, Interlake-Selkirk, Manitoba

(see page 6).

Ukrainian Wedding Korovaj baking group with Bohdan Byenko,
Culinary Instructor.

Jean Ochrym's Art Exhibit Opening.

Dr. Daria Darewych and Dr. Marco Stech seen
Natalia Valenyuk, Folk Artist (see page 3). after the "Leo Mol" lecture (see page 5).



