
S T . V L A D I M I R  I N S T I T U T E  •  І Н С Т И Т У Т  С В . В О Л О Д О М И Р А

ST. VLADIMIR INSTITUTE •²ÍÑÒÈÒÓÒ ÑÂ. ÂÎËÎÄÈÌÈÐÀ

1

ВЕСНА
SPRING

2019
“The Passion of Christ” by William Kurelek National Book Launch Tour
Orest Sushko, SVI  Board Member and Chair, Kurelek Committee

Some early members of SVI may recall when the Institute first opened 
its doors at 620 Spadina Ave. fifty years ago. The new opening launched 
an exciting new chapter in SVI’s history, and more symbolically, 
soon after launched the world-renowned thematic art series entitled  
The Passion of Christ by Canadian Ukrainian artist William Kurelek.  
In 1975, Kurelek published The Passion of Christ where his glorious collection 
was encapsulated in to a book to deliver his works to a wider audience. 

Kurelek always dreamt his thematic series would be exhibited in Ukraine. 
He wrote at length about wanting his art to be known and understood in the 
land where his father was born. He visited Ukraine twice, both in 1970 and 
1977 and visited many cities including Lviv where he spoke about God and 
his The Passion of Christ series. He shared both social and religious issues that 
were important to him. Those who had attended his presentation noted that 
Kurelek always emphasized art as a strong weapon – and that art can, and is 
needed to help Ukraine.

Fifty years later, author and art historian Khrystyna Beregovska from Lviv, 
Ukraine, has released a new edition of The Passion of Christ by William 
Kurelek. This new release, like the original, is based on the Christ’s three days 
of suffering, death and resurrection, as depicted in the Book of Matthew. In 
keeping with Kurelek’s vision of reaching a wider global audience, the book 
is written in four languages: English, Ukrainian, French and Spanish and 
includes reproductions of all 160 works in the series.

With our long history with the Kurelek 
legacy, St.Vlads is proud to sponsor a book 
launch tour of Khrystyna Beregovska’s book 
across Canada, this summer and fall. We 
sincerely thank the Huculak Foundation, 
Ukrainian Credit Union, Shevchenko 
Foundation, MEEST and Kontakt Television 
for their sponsorship and generous support. 
The release of this new edition in North 
America would not have been possible 
without the most generous support of 
Marijka and Roman Wynnyckyj. 

June 11th saw the official launch of the book at St.Vlads. It was a heartfelt 
evening where the audience learned a deeper perspective of Kurelek’s artistic 
vision and the ecumenical dimension of this series through an evocative and 
engaging presentation by the author. The book has been warmly received at 
launch events in Oshawa, Hamilton, St Catharines, as well as KUMF Gallery 
and the Sheptytsky Institute. Upcoming presentations in July include London, 
Windsor, and Edmonton. Additional dates including Ottawa, Montreal, 
Winnipeg, Regina and Saskatoon are being planned for late September.

Dr. Beregovska brings a unique perspective to her presentation of Kurelek 
and his indelible legacy as it relates to Ukraine. Khrystyna was the Director 
of Department of Culture, Nationality and Religion for Lviv Oblast State 
administration for several years, as well as the Deputy Director of the Lviv 
National Art Gallery. She is presently a senior lecturer at the National 

University “Lviv Polytechnic” as well as the Lviv National Academy of Arts 
and is currently completing her PhD on Kurelek. 

This is the first book about the artist to be published in Ukraine.  
The author’s aim and passion are united in promoting the phenomenon 
of Kurelek in world art through education and advocacy to new 
generations of audiences not familiar with his indelible legacy.  
Dr. Beregovska reminds us that William Kurelek has become even more 
relevant, symbolic and necessary for her homeland. His art can serve as a 
vital instrument in providing people in Ukraine with a deeper appreciation 
of their own culture, even more so from an artist born and raised in the 
diaspora. 

Recent presentations of the book in Ukraine occurred at the Verkhovna Rada 
in Kyiv, as well as the military town of Starichi where soldiers were preparing 
for war in the ATO. The army commander asked Khrystyna to share some art 
to help these young soldiers with their emotional tension and fear. She chose 
to show them The Passion of Christ. The soldiers listened with great curiosity, 
and afterwards one soldier declared “We fight for culture, language and art. 
You must tell the Ukrainian youth and children about this Canadian-Ukrainian 
genius and hero.”  

And with that, Kurelek’s dream, and his legacy live on...

For more information about the book tour and upcoming events in your city, 
please be sure to visit www.stvladimir.ca or follow St.Vladimir Institute on 
Facebook. Books are available for sale at the Ukrainian Museum of Canada, 
Ontario Branch, with plans for further distribution to be announced.

Author Khrystyna Beregovska (Left) 
with Roman and Marijka Wynnyckyj 

after the book launch at  
St. Vladimir’s theatre on June 11.
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President’s Message 
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A few months back, members of our Board of 
Directors spent parts of two days at the Miles Nadal 
Jewish Community Centre (JCC) located a couple 
of blocks north of St. Vladimir’s at the corner of  
Bloor St. W. and Spadina Avenue. Before it completed 
a major redevelopment about 20 years ago, the JCC 
was better known for decades as the home of the 
Young Men’s Hebrew Association (YMHA). With SVI 
currently working on a feasibility study for our future 
redevelopment, we felt it would be instructive to learn 
about the operations of one of our neighbours. We 
spent a Friday afternoon touring the JCC and also 
conducted a special one-day board meeting the next 
day at the centre. To say we learned plenty would be 
an understatement.

The JCC has more than 50 employees and operates on 
annual budget of about $9 million. It includes a small 
art gallery, the Art Green theatre, a chapel, meeting 
rooms and more. Its business plan rests on a modern 
gymnasium, a fitness centre and swimming pool – a 
living reminder of its YMHA roots – and boasts 3,500 
dues-paying members. Additionally, the JCC leases 
commercial property on Bloor St, including a Second 
Cup, a dry cleaner and a couple of small restaurants, 
which all contribute to their revenue stream and 
support daily operations of the centre.

Most important, the JCC hasn’t neglected its role 
as a community hub serving the downtown Jewish 
population. It offers daycare and after-school 
programming for young people, and Hebrew language 
classes for all. The chapel accommodates about 75 
congregants, for bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings and 
memorial services for the deceased. The theatre is 
home to the annual Jewish Film Festival which has 
been a staple on Toronto’s cultural scene for close to 
30 years.

With some notable exceptions, the JCC serves its 
community in similar ways to SVI. Our  current 
business plan is centred on our 46-room post-
secondary residence; we house a museum and 
lease office space to academic groups, and both 
organizations include theatre space.

Our guide, Harrient Wichin, JCC’s Executive Director, 
informed us that the centre attracts more than 12,000 
unique visitors annually; by contrast, SVI attracts less 
than 1,000 unique visitors. 

Notwithstanding its evident success, Wichin said 
the JCC faces major challenges, too. Its physical 
infrastructure needs upgrades, just 20 years after 
being renovated. Space is limited for its needs in 
2019 and it somehow needs to find ways to expand. 
Fundraising never ends and new programming has 
to be developed to attract younger Jewish people and 
families. Sound familiar?

Underpinning all its challenges, Wichin reminded 
us to always “communicate, communicate and 
communicate more” with our core membership and 
supporters. SVI must do a better job of this if our 

redevelopment plans are to become a reality.

What did SVI’s Board of Directors take away from our 
two days at the JCC? Let me cite just a few:

We must hire an Executive Director. Every 
organization needs a person who staff report to, the 
Board learns from, and the community comes to 
recognize as the day-to-day administrative leader. 
Harriet is that person at the JCC and it’s time SVI has 
a similar person in place. We are currently conducting 
a job search for an Executive Director.

We must step up our fundraising efforts. At the 
JCC, meeting rooms, the art gallery and common 
spaces are made possible through donations from 
individuals, families and businesses, and dedicated in 
honour of the donors. SVI will consider similar donor 
recognition efforts for the future as well.

Finally, the JCC draws primarily on the downtown 
Toronto Jewish community. SVI, by contrast, finds its 
most loyal and generous members living in Etobicoke, 
Mississauga and points westward. I, for one, believe 
there is a community of downtown Ukrainian-
Canadians that we’ve done a poor job of reaching out 
to. This community will provide much-needed oxygen 
to the future sustainability of SVI.

As we draft our feasibility study, the Board is 
committed to visiting other community centres in 
the core of Toronto. If our visit to the JCC proved 
anything, it’s that other non-profit organizations have 
important lessons for us to learn from.

In the meantime, life at St.Vlad’s continues to thrive. 
Our kitchen renovation is under way and will be 
ready to serve new student residents this Fall. This 
spring, we hosted events that drew new visitors to our 
organization. We were the exclusive Toronto venue for 
the Embroidered Memories exhibit. The second annual 
Pysanky Toronto retreat welcomed tourists from 
across North America to SVI, and many of them took 
advantage of our residence facility as accommodations 
for their visit to Toronto. The Ukrainian Students’ Club 
at the University of Toronto is eager to engage more 
youth at St.Vlads and we look forward to supporting 
them in their endeavours as well.

We encourage you, our members and supporters, to 
be ambassadors of our Institute, partake in our many 
programs and events, and visit us often. Bring your 
friends, bring your family – everyone is welcome as we 
continue to grow and carve out the future of St.Vlads.
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Ukrainian Museum of Canada, Ontario Branch
Alina Kuzma & Emily Lalande

This Season at the Museum
The Museum has been a hive of activity during these spring and 
summer months! In addition to our current exhibit, Foundations of 
Faith, we participated in the annual Fiesta Week at the Odesa Pavilion 
in Oshawa, and assisted in the installation of the Embroidered 
Memories exhibit at St. Vladimir 
Institute. Additionally, our dedicated 
volunteers staffed the second annual 
Pysanky Toronto retreat at St. Vlad’s, a 
four-day event that drew pysanka artists 
to Toronto from all corners of the 
continent, and as far away as Norway. 
As an addition to this exciting event, 
we hosted our first-ever juried Pysanka 
Exhibition, which boasted 44 exquisite 
pysanka entries from across North 
America (see page 6 for more details).

As an exploration of the origins of our current Ukrainian Orthodox 
community, Foundations of Faith has drawn in longtime friends and 
community members. Thanks also, in no small part, to our new 
banner that hangs outside our building, we have begun drawing in 
new visitors and intrigued passers-by every day. To compliment the 
exhibit, we hosted an extensive Speaker Series, featuring lectures 
by Orthodox and Catholic priests, scholars and iconographers, 
and a special performance of liturgical music by the St. Demetrius 
Orthodox Church Quartet. These events provided a forum for 

discussion within the community, especially 
those that examined the Ukrainian Catholic 
and Orthodox churches in light of the recent 
Tomos. After one such event, attendees graced 
us with a rendition of Mnohaya Lita (Many Happy 
Years) in honour of our Museum’s 75th anniversary. 

Upcoming Exhibit
Foundations of Faith will be closing this August 17th to make way 
for our next exhibit, Everything Old is Cool Again: Groovy Vintage 
Fashion from the Ukrainian Diaspora. This exhibit is a nostalgic 
look back at Ukrainian-Canadian style of the 1960s-70s, when 
embroidery adorned everything from home décor and handbags to 
the ubiquitous A-line dress. This lighthearted exhibit, opening on 
September 20th, features a recreated living room as well as clothing, 
accessories and household items, set to a backdrop of music from 
vinyl LPs. The opening reception will take the form of a swinging 
house party. Get out your bell-bottoms and join us. It will be fab!
As part of the exhibit, we are seeking wedding photos from the 
Ukrainian Canadian diaspora: photos of couples, brides, grooms 
and/or wedding parties from the 1960s and ‘70s whose wedding attire 
incorporated Ukrainian motifs, embroidery or other influences. We 
welcome photos in original frames, but frameless is fine too. Please 
let us know if you have any photos you can loan us for this exhibit by 
calling 416-923-9861 or emailing museum@umcontario.com

It’s our 75th Birthday!
As we celebrate our 75th anniversary, we are eternally grateful to our 
countless members and volunteers over the years. The success of any 
of our activities would not be possible without the tireless efforts of 
our enthusiastic supporters and the volunteers who share their many 
talents and skills with us on a regular basis!
Our Museum’s success and future growth depends on our volunteers 
and supporters. Visit us in-person at St.Vladimir Institute or online at  
www.umontario.com to learn how you can be a part of preserving 
our cultural history.

The Museum is pleased 
to welcome our seasonal 
assistant, Alina Kuzma 
(L), and  student, Emily 
Lalande (R), to our staff 
this summer. Emily’s 
employment was made 
possible by a grant from 
Canada Summer Jobs.

Congratulations to Museum member and artist 
Dave Melnychuk for being selected to design 
the Canadian Mint’s first all-gold pysanka 
coin. Dave’s design, Eternal Blessing 
bestows blessings on all Canadians and 
depicts a wooden Ukrainian church, 
framed by infinity bands, dots and waves 
reflecting Canada’s motto, “A Mari Usque 
Ad Mare – From Sea to Sea”.

The limited edition 2019 coin is available 
at www.mint.ca

Visitors to our inaugural Pysanka Exhibition were impressed and amazed at the range 
of creativity, techniques and pysanka designs presented by the artists. The public was 

encouraged to vote for “People’s Choice” pysanky both in-person and online, and a panel of 
judges adjudicated all 44 entries to select the best in each category. Winners received cash 

prizes and Ukrainian EggCessories gift certificates to further develop their art. 

Guest Speaker Very Rev. Dr. Peter Galadza at the 
4th  event in our Foundations of Faith Speaker Series: 
Ukrainian Orthodox and Catholics After the Tomos – 

Searching for Unity Locally and Worldwide
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How Can We Make Ukrainian Cultural 
Awareness More Engaging for Youth?
Maksym Holowaty, President 
Ukrainian Students’ Club at the University of Toronto

The Ukrainian Students’ Club (USC) at the 
University of Toronto (U of T) has long held the 
reputation as one of Canada’s largest and most 
successful post-secondary USCs. After a few 
recent years of slow activity and a decrease in 
membership, our new executive team is excited 
and committed to ending this trend. We hope to 
direct the USC at U of T back on track to what 
our predecessors have worked so hard to create 
and preserve. This year, we are also excited to 
collaborate with other Ukrainian organizations, 
SUSK and other Ontario USCs, in order to 
greater engage the Ukrainian diaspora and youth 
in particular.

Per our constitution, some of the objectives 
of our USC are “to uphold, learn and promote 
the Ukrainian language”, and “to promote and 
propagate Ukrainian and Ukrainian-Canadian 
culture, history and heritage studies by raising 
awareness of major events.” Although extremely 
important, these objectives are often difficult to 
fulfill consistently. Thus, one of our major goals 
this year is to be more active in the Ukrainian 
community by bringing more awareness to the 
past, present and future of Ukraine in all regards. 
This will be a challenge, as we are beginning to 
see a decline of youth engagement in cultural 
awareness (aside from and beyond Saturday 
school and community events). So, what can we 
do?

I must admit, that since completing my 
Matura at Tsiopa Palijiw Ukrainian Saturday 
School, spending more than a decade learning 
about Ukrainian language, history and 
literature, and transitioning to University, 
my own learning has stalled significantly.  
A potential reason for this (and I think I speak 
for many students of Ukrainian descent), is that 
upon starting a post-secondary degree program, 
life changes quickly. Dozens of hours each week 
are devoted to lectures, tutorials and studying, 
which really takes away from continuing 
education about our language and culture. When 
students are not studying, they are looking for 
something fun to do, which most likely does not 
consist of the latter. Therefore, the question that 
remains is, “How can we make Ukrainian cultural 
awareness more engaging for youth?” 

In the past, our USC has 
hosted many cultural events 
(annual Holodomor awareness 
booth, pysanky night), which have resulted in 
significantly poorer turn-outs when compared to 
our other events (zabavas or pub nights). With 
our office being located at St. Vladimir Institute 
and near the Ukrainian Canadian Research and 
Documentation Centre (UCRDC), we could not 
ask for a better setting and support system to 
help us get back on track in engaging Ukrainian 
youth. 

Starting this year, our club will work closely 
with the cultural department at SVI and 
UCRDC to deliver interactive cultural meetings 
to our members and students at large, who are 
interested. By integrating mini-cultural activities 
into our meetings and annual events, we hope 
to attract more youth to our club and help them 
learn more about Ukrainian culture and history 
in a social setting. Ultimately, our goal is to host 
fun events that will attract Ukrainian students 
(e.g., meetings, pub nights, Ukrainian kitchen 
tutorials and game nights), and use technology to 
integrate short cultural/historical crash courses, 
before or during these get-togethers in a fun 
and interactive way. I believe that for a youth 
population, a 10-15 minute interactive activity 
that clearly and concisely gets the relevant 
cultural knowledge across is more effective and 
much longer lasting than long lectures that loses 
the attention of many as soon as they begin.

I would have loved to challenge myself by 
drafting this article in Ukrainian; however, aside 
from the fact that my grammar is a little rusty, 
a sad reality is that it would unfortunately not 
reach as big of a crowd as an English version. The 
latter underlines the importance of this article. In 
many cases, as youth grow older, their Ukrainian 
language and knowledge of history and culture 
begins to slowly diminish. 

As the faces of the future, we should do our 
best to preserve this knowledge so that it can 
be passed down for generations to come (all 
while remembering to clearly and concisely get 
the message across and having fun during the 
process). It is up to us to reverse this trend!

Слава Україні! Героям Слава!

The USC at the U of T’s first general meeting will be 
held on Thursday, September 19, 2019 at 6:00pm 
at St. Vladimir Institute. At this meeting, we will 
be electing the remaining executive positions as 
well as planning events for the 2019-2020 school 
year. We will also have a table at the University 
of Toronto Students’ Union Clubs’ Fair (Sept. 4) 
and Clubs’ Street Festival (Sept. 11) on the U of T 
campus grounds, and plan to take part in the 2019 
Toronto Ukrainian Festival (Sept. 13-15).

Follow us on Facebook www.fb.com/uscuoft/ 
Email us at uscuoft@gmail.com

Наші Гості – Автори 
Серії «ЯБЛУКО»

Скорочена версія статті Олега Водовоза, 
Керівника розвитку Української Католицької 
Освітньої Фундації Канади (UCEF Canada)

Українська Католицька Освітня Фундація в 
Канаді організувала і фінансово підтримала 
приїзд керівника і викладачів Школи 
української мови та культури Українського 
Католицького Університету у Львові — 
Назара Данилківа, Ксенію Бородін та 
Мар’яну Бурак.

Під час візиту до Канади делегація відвідала 
університет міста Торонто (U of T), де 
мала зустріч з професором Максимом 
Тарнавським та доктором Петром Ґаладзою.

Цікава зустріч відбулася в Інституті Святого 
Володимира з директоркою культурних 
програм пані Лідією Смілкою та викладачем 
української мови Інституту Св. Володимира 
Андрієм Цимбалом. Вчителі курсів  
української мови Інституту викори-
стовують підручник «ЯБЛУКО»,  під- 
готовлений Мар’яною Бурак та 
Ксенією Бородін. Андрій Цимбал  
детально розповів про різні аспекти 
практичного використання підручника і 
запити своїх англомовних студентів щодо 
доступності серії «ЯБЛУКО». 

Гості відвідали багато шкіл в Канаді, 
зустрілися з вчителями на Всеканадській 
Конференції Українських Освітян та 
керівництвом шкіл в Торонто, Едмонтоні 
та Вінніпеґу. Школа української мови 
та культури радо запрошує долучитися 
до програм Школи: Весняна, Осіння 
та Літня програми Школи, а також ми 
пропонуємо індивідуальні та онлайн курси 
з вивчення української мови. Детальнішу 
інформацію можна дізнатися на сайті:  
www.studyukrainian.org.ua

А. Цимбал з М. Бурак та К. Бородін  
у бібліотеці Інституту 

Did you know that St. Vladimir Institute offers four 
levels of Ukrainian Language courses in the evenings? 

A component of each course exposes students to the 
language as it is spoken in Ukraine, using the  

Yabluko instructional series. Andriy Tsymbal,  
SVI language instructor, met with the authors of 
Yabluko during their recent visit to Canada to  

analyze book content, and provide valuable feedback 
from SVI instructors and students.
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Embroidered Memories flood St. Vlads Theatre
Tanya Mykytiuk

Between the months of April to June,  
St. Vlads Theatre was transformed into a den 
of cultural history and artifacts when it hosted 
the folk-art installation Embroidered Memories 
by Canadian artist/curator Larisa Sembaliuk 
Cheladyn. Our Theatre was filled wall to wall 
and top to bottom with more than 750 hand-
embroidered pillows (podushky), collected from 
Ukrainian-Canadian families across Canada. 
Visitors to the exhibit were instantly awed by the 
beauty and craftsmanship that surrounded them 
as they entered the space, enveloped by history 
and a connection to their Ukrainian-Canadian 
heritage via these exquisite treasures.

Ukrainian embroidered podushky are one of 
the most enduring domestic symbols of ethnic 
identity found in the home. They hold many 
meanings. For some, these beautiful artifacts 
evoke a deep, intuitive cultural bond to the 
Ukrainian homeland and immigrant experience. 
For others, they represent thousands of hours 
of detailed stitchery and artistic excellence. 
Whatever the connection, embroidered podushky 
have become keepsakes out of respect for our 
ancestors, as well as the sheer beauty of the 
craftsmanship. 

This collection represents four generations 
of Ukrainian-Canadian families, five waves 
of immigration, and over 150 artisans. Each 
podushka is a time-capsule of its family’s history. 
A master story-teller, Larisa shared her research 
and detailed stories behind many of these artifacts 
and their creators during her engaging Curator’s 
Talks, and encouraged visitors to enjoy the beauty 
of the textiles, both as individual works of art and 
en masse.

More than 250 guests filled the theatre at the 
opening reception and a reunion of SELO 
Ukrainian Cultural Immersion Camp drew guests 
from across Canada to the opening on March 31, 
happily reminiscing about summers past with 
song and laughter. Many  visitors returned to SVI 
for additional visits to take in the exhibit more 
intimately.

Approximately 1,000 guests experienced 
Embroidered Memories during it’s tenure at  
St. Vlads, including groups from local-area and 
Ukrainian language schools, students, tourists and 
more. Special thanks to the Ukrainian Museum 
of Canada, Ontario Branch for loaning podushky 
from their collection, as well as their assistance 
in installing and promoting this event. This 
exhibit was sponsored by Kule Folklore Centre 
(Edmonton, AB), Shevchenko Foundation,  
St. Vladimir Institute, and Ukrainian Pioneers 
Association of Alberta. 

Embroidered Memories previously exhibited in 
Winnipeg, MB in 2018 and will be travelling 
to other major centres across Canada. We look 
forward to hosting more cultural experiences like 
this one at St.Vlads!

“This collection of embroidered pillows 
is a cross section of pieces found in 
Ukrainian homes across Canada, 

many of them from the Greater 
Toronto Area. I am very grateful to 

St. Vladimir’s Institute for hosting the 
exhibit… The Theatre was transformed 
into an intimate gallery that flaunted 

the textiles in all their glory.”
~ Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn

Doris Bilous and husband Wally from Ottawa  
pose with one of her mother’s podushky: “Seven of 

the podushky were embroidered by my mother, Olena 
Dowhopola Rizok. I was so pleased to see them as part 
of the exhibit and to be able to touch them was, for me, 

a moving experience just before Mother’s Day Weekend. 
Embroidery was my mother’s favorite pastime.  

She also made sure that I learned to embroider so that  
this wonderful tradition would remain with me.” Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn during a Curator’s Talk.

Summer Theology Course at SVI
St. Andrew’s College in Winnipeg is the Theological College of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada and has been educating 
clergy and lay leaders of our Church since 1946.

This July, St. Andrew’s College – Faculty of Theology held a Summer 
Course in Old Testament at St. Vladimir Institute in Toronto. Next 
year, again in Toronto, St. Andrew’s College will offer a course on 
the Orthodox Understanding of the New Testament. For more 
information on the next summer’s course or on any of the programs 
of St. Andrew’s College in Winnipeg, please contact st_andrews@
umanitoba.ca or call (204)474-8895. Come and join us. Fr. Dr. Roman Bozyk, St. Andrew’s College, with course participants. Photo by Franko Diakowsky.
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Rediscovering “Old” Ukrainian Folk Wedding Traditions 
Lidia Smilka, Cultural Director

Just in time for wedding season, St.Vlads hosted a series of Traditional 
Ukrainian Wedding presentations this past spring. Presented by Larisa 
Sembaliuk Cheladyn from the Kule Folklore Centre at the University of 
Alberta, visitors were informed about long-practised Ukrainian bridal 
preparation rituals, traditional hiltse decorations and the intriguing 
practices of wedding gift exchange. The presentations were complemented 
with folk songs and skits by Kalendar, and rediscovered “old” established 
Ukrainian wedding rituals. Under the direction of Oksana Smilska, 
Kalendar was highly commended for their re-enactment of wedding 
traditions based on Oksana’s research of Central Ukrainian rituals.  
It was an amazing introduction to ancient Ukrainian rituals that reflected the 
wisdom of the Ukrainian people, making it seem new and fresh.

We celebrated Vyshyvanka Day on May 18th with a spirited singalong of popular Ukrainian songs, led 
by Blisk folk singers. Charged by the experience, both the audience and presenters refused to leave for 
the longest time, continuing to sing into the evening, immersed in beautiful Ukrainian melodies and 
surrounded by the Embroidered Memories installation in the Theatre.

We plan on hosting more singalongs in the future, as our musical culture is inseparable from our 
ancestral roots. Please call (416)923-3318, ext. 104 or email us at cultural@stvladimir.ca if you are 
interested in joining us. 

Our sincere thanks to The SUS Foundation of Canada for generously sponsoring the Wedding Traditions 
Project. St. Vladmir Institute greatly appreciates your support of this special cultural project.

(Left) Members of Blisk and 
joyful participants (below) 
enjoying the Vyshyvanka 
Day Singalong.

Distinctive & Haunting  
Georgian Music at SVI
Oksana Hawrylak, Folk Camp Canada

On Saturday, June 8 we had a rare opportunity to host a Georgian 
polyphony singing workshop with Didgori, an award winning 
choir from Georgia.

Georgia is located in the mountainous region of the Caucasus, 
the crossroads of Europe and Asia. Its ancient singing tradition, 
known for its distinctive and haunting harmonies, was recognized 
by UNESCO as an intangible masterpiece of humanity in 2001. 
The 3-part form defies Western conventions and comes in a 
plethora of musical dialects, reflecting the diverse geographical 
and cultural makeup of the land.

The Didgori ensemble has been performing internationally since 
2004 and has toured Russia, Turkey, UK, France, Switzerland, 
Israel, Poland, Uzbekistan, the Czech Republic and Latvia, but 
this was their first visit to Canada. Folk Camp, in partnership with 
MusicampTO, was honoured to welcome them to St.Vladimir 
Institute during this historic visit.

All Things Pysanky!
St.Vlads was pleased to welcome 80 pysanka artists for the second annual Pysanky 
Toronto retreat from June 13-16, 2019. Converging from all corners of North 
America and even as far away as Norway, attendees spent four days at St. Vlads 
sharing pysanka-writing tips, learning new techniques from Pysanka Masters, and 
participating in informative sessions about this unique artform. Hosted by Kathy 
Verrelli from Ukrainian EggCessories and sponsored by St.Vladimir Institute, this 
annual event gives artists a unique opportunity to network with one another, grow 
their skills and foster creativity of this ancient Ukrainian tradition.

In the St.Vlads lobby, the Ukrainian Museum of Canada, Ontario Branch hosted 
it’s first-ever juried Pysanka Exhibition. Twenty-four pysanka artists from North 
America submitted 44 pysanky in this incredible display of artistry on eggs of all 
sizes, from the smallest parakeet egg to giant ostrich eggs. Five judges carefully 
adjudicated the entries and the winners of each category were recognized at a formal 
Awards Ceremony on Saturday evening. Special thanks to Ukrainian Credit Union 
and Ukrainian EggCessories for their sponsorship of this event.

To compliment these events, the Museum set up a pop-up shop where visitors 
could purchase pysanka supplies, unique pysanka jewellery and some of the artists’ 
pysanky, and Folk Camp hosted a drop-in workshop in our Theatre.



7S T . V L A D I M I R  I N S T I T U T E  •  І Н С Т И Т У Т  С В . В О Л О Д О М И Р А

Fall-Winter 2019
EVENTS, WORKSHOPS, 
LECTURES AT SVI 

UKRAINIAN HERITAGE DAY, ONTARIO
Wednesday, September 11, 6:00 pm
Join us at St. Vladimir’s for an evening of 
celebration with traditional Ukrainian food; sing-
along with musicians Jurij Fedynsky and Oleh 
But (group “Buttya”, Ukraine); take part in an 
inter-generational discussion on the past, present, 
and future of Ukrainian heritage and community 
organizations in Canada. 

TORONTO UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL
September 13-15
Visit the St. Vladimir Institute Pavilion at the 
Toronto Ukrainian Festival for folk arts and craft 
workshops; shopping at the Ukrainian Museum of 
Canada, Ontario Branch, meet the team of SUS 
Foundation of Canada. For more information, visit  
www.ukrainianfestival.com

BOOK LAUNCH: MY FATHER’S STORE & 
OTHER STORIES, BY MARY ANN LICHACZ-
KARWATSKY
Wednesday, September 18, 6:30 pm
A captivating memoir about growing up in 
Montreal in the 1950s and ’60s, the author 
takes readers inside her father’s grocery story 
on Beaubien Street, which for decades provided 
locals with a unique taste of Europe.

SCHOLAR DISCUSSION 
Friday, September 27, 6:30 pm
Prof. George Grabowicz and Dr. Oleh Kotsiuba, 
visiting scholars from Harvard Ukrainian Research 
Institute, USA, invite you to join the discussion on 
“Розумні розмови з Критикою” (in Ukrainian).

PRESENTATION 
Thursday, October 3, 7:00 pm. 
“How Important Were the Soviet Dissidents?  
The Case of Ukraine” by Ivan (John) Jaworsky, 
Professor Emeritus, Department of Political 
Science, University of Waterloo. 

DOCUMENTARY SCREENING 
“CHORNOBYL” BY HALYA KUCHMIJ 
October 25, Friday, 7:00 pm
CHERNOBYL: THE AWAKENING and 
CHERNOBYL: THE LEGACY (1991), a two-part 
series produced and directed by Halya Kuchmij 
for the CBC in co-production with Ukrainian 
Television in Kyiv. “The Awakening“ focuses 
on how the people of Ukraine were betrayed 
by their government, and the awakening of 
a national consciousness. “The Legacy“of 
Chernobyl portrays  the physical impact, fear 
and misinformation, the distrust of government, 
the change of consciousness. Original music by 
Kyrylo Stetsenko and rock group “Komy Vnyz”. 
Nominated for a Gemini for “Best Documentary” 
(Donald Brittain award) 

CELEBRATING THE LEGACY & LIFE OF 
WILLIAM KURELEK
Sunday, November 3, 4:00 pm
Presented by Khrystyna Beregovska, author and 

art historian from Ukraine, on her findings and 
discoveries of art and related stories while on tour 
following the tracks of W. Kurelek’s art.

2019 TORONTO ANNUAL UKRAINIAN 
FAMINE LECTURE 
Friday, November 29
Olga Andriewsky, Professor of History at Trent 
University, Ontario, SVI member, will deliver the 
2019 Toronto Annual Ukrainian Famine Lecture 
at the Munk School of Global Affairs, University 
of Toronto.

UKRAINIAN MUSEUM OF 
CANADA•ONTARIO BRANCH 

(416) 923-9861 www.umcontario.com

Museum Hours
Monday  Closed 
Tues, Wed, Friday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Thursday  10:00 am - 8:00 pm 
Saturday  11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Sunday & evenings By appointment

POP-UP GIFT SHOP
September 13 – 15, 2019
Visit our Pop-Up Gift Shop in the St.Vladimir 
Institute tent at the Toronto Ukrainian Festival

NEW EXHIBIT: “EVERYTHING OLD IS COOL 
AGAIN • УСЕ ДАВНЄ - ЗНОВУ КРУТО!”
September 20, 2019 – February 29, 2020
Groovy Vintage Fashion from the Ukrainian 
Diaspora. A light-hearted exhibit looking back 
at Ukrainian-Canadian style of the 1960s-70s, 
when embroidery adorned everything from home  
decor and handbags to the ubiquitous A-line 
dress. Opening Reception September 20,  
7:00 pm.

FOLK ART WORKSHOPS 
Hosted by Folk School, Folk Camp Canada

Limited spaces available. To register,  
email folkschoolworkshops@gmail.com

PETRYKIVKA FOLK PAINTING 
INTRODUCTORY COURSE
Saturdays, October 19, 26, November 2, 9  
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Under the guidance of Oksana Pikush, Petrykivka 
artist and teacher, discover your hidden talent 
and create a finished work of art with deep 
meaning. Special handmade brushes from the 
town of Petrykivka, Ukraine are provided by the 
artist. You will also learn about the meaning, 
cultural significance and health benefits of 
Petrykivka style folk painting, which has become 
a hallmark of Ukrainian culture around the world 
after being inscribed by UNESCO onto the 
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity. Ages 16+.

WORKSHOP: TRADITIONAL SLAVIC 
CHRISTMAS STRAW ORNAMENTS - PAVUKY
Saturday, November 30, 1:00 – 5:30 pm
Pajaki, also known as pavuky in Ukrainian, 
are elaborate straw ornaments made by Slavic 

peoples to bring happiness and good fortune to 
the home. Made with straw collected from the fall 
harvest, and prepared for Christmas, as part of 
winter solstice celebrations, spring equinox and 
Easter. In this workshop we’ll be exploring the 
Polish version of this spiderweb ornament, with 
colourful paper and pompom accents added to 
the straw structure. Instructor Paula Hartmann is 
a self-taught pajaki maker. Her love for mobiles, 
colours and installations brought her to study the 
art of pajaki making which originated in rural 
Poland in the mid-19th century. Ages 12+. 

WORKSHOP: DIDUKHY 
Friday, December 6, 6:30 pm 
Saturday, December 14, 2:00 pm
Learn how to make a “didukh”, a sheaf of grain 
traditionally prepared by Ukrainians (and many 
Eastern European nations) as a way of honouring 
and bringing the ancestors to the table during 
the holiday season. (“Didukh literally means 
“grandfather” in Ukrainian). We’ll be working 
with local wheat and some rye, and colourful 
yarns to make beautiful centrepieces. Fee: $60 
(includes all materials to make a Didukh)

Folk School programs are generously  
supported by the Shevchenko Foundation   

& St. Vladimir Institute. 

...continued on Page 8

UPCOMING EVENTS
These events were partially funded by generous grants from THE SUS FOUNDATION OF CANADA and ST. VOLODYMYR FOUNDATION.  
For more information about our events and programning, call St. Vladimir Institute at 416-923-3318, Ext. 104 or email cultural@stvladimir.ca

Please join us at St. Vladimir Institute 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11  

for Ukrainian Heritage Day 
celebrations!

In 2011, the Legislative Assembly of 
the Province of Ontario proclaimed 
September 7 each year as Ukrainian 

Heritage Day in Ontario.

DOORS OPEN AT 6:00PM
Ontario Ukrainian Heritage Day Celebrations are 
organized by St. Vladimir Institute and Ukrainian 
Museum of Canada, Ontario Branch in co-operation 
with SUS Canada and Provincial Ukrainian Canadian 
Council (KYK) Ontario, and graciously funded by the 
SUS Foundation of Canada.

2019
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1. Franko Diakowsky presents Slums, Street 
Preachers and the Spirit of God as part of  the 
Foundations of Faith Speaker Series (page 3).

2. Participants from SELO Ukrainian 
Cultural Immersion Camp reunited at 
St.Vlads at the Opening Reception of  
Embroidered Memories, March 31 (page 5).

3. Students from the Bickford Centre visit 
the Embroidered Memories installation for 
an immersive cultural experience.

4. MITACS interns from Ukrainian 
universities at St. Vlads. L-R:  Vladyslav 
Verteletskyj, Khrystyna Mandzij, Evhen 
Tkachenko, Mykyta Baliesnyj.

5. Daria Diakowsky, Co-President 
Ukrainian Museum of  Canada, Ontario 
Branch explains the Table of  Oblation to 
an attentive group of  students from  
St. Volodymyr Ukrainian School.

6. Kalendar ensemble re-enacts Ukrainian 
wedding rituals as part of  the Wedding 
Traditions lecture series (page 6).

7. Judges Halya Kluchko (L) and Oleh 
Lesiuk (R) at the inaugural juried Pysanka 
Exhibition (pages 3, 6).

8. New friends Basia Andrusko from 
Pennsylvania (L) and Robyn Lindsay 
Seward from California (R) hamming it 
up at the 2019 Pysanky Toronto retreat.

Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/StVladimirInstitute

3

PE
O

PL
E 

&
 E

V
EN

TS
 A

T 
ST

.V
LA

D
IM

IR
 IN

ST
IT

U
TE

UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE 
COURSES 2019 – 2020

This program is intended for the general 
public interested in learning Ukrainian as a 
second language. It may be that you are of 
Ukrainian ancestry and just out of practice, 
have Ukrainian in-laws or just interested in 
learning another language. A special aspect 
of each course is the extensive exposure to 
the Ukrainian language as it is spoken every 
day in Ukraine. Cost includes course reading 
materials. Call  416-923-3318 to learn which 
level of instruction is most suitable for you.

Early enrollment and payment: 
Before September 5, 2019 – $280 
After September 5, 2019 – $300 
60 hours (30 sessions)

BEGINNER UKRAINIAN I  Learn the 
Cyrillic alphabet. The focus is on speaking 
using simple grammatical  structures through 
intensive class participation.  
Thursdays, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  
September 19, 2019 - April 23, 2020

BEGINNER UKRAINIAN II  Improve your 
reading and writing skills. Master your speech 
patterns using simple grammatical structures 
while participating in dialogues             
Thursdays, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.   
Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.   
September 17, 2019 - April 30, 2020

INTERMEDIATE UKRAINIAN  Develop more 
fluency in everyday communication and learn 
more advanced  word formation to handle 
more complex everyday situations. 
Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  
September 18, 2019 - April 22, 2020

ADVANCED UKRAINIAN  Develop more 
fluency in everyday communication and learn 
more advanced word formation to handle 
more complex everyday situations. 
Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  
September 18, 2019 -  April 22, 2020

CLUBS AT ST. VLAD’S

TORONTO UKRAINIAN GENEALOGY 
GROUP – TUGG
Meets every second Tuesday of each month,  
7:30 - 9:30 pm  www.torugg.org

TOASTMASTERS CLUB
Meets every Wednesday, 7:00 - 8:00 pm 
http://9204.toastmastersclubs.org/

We extend heartfelt thanks to the SUS 
Foundation of Canada for their continuing 
financial support of St. Vladimir’s cultural 
programs, for funding Ukrainian Heritage 
Day celebrations and Wedding Traditions 

presentations, singalongs, and the  
William Kurelek “Passion of Christ” 
Canadian Book Launch tour. We are 

grateful to St. Volodymyr Foundation for 
their continuing support of our cultural and 

educational programming.

UPCOMING EVENTS
...continued from Page 7
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