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St. Vladimir’s Long-time Goodwill 
Ambassadors
Formed over 40 years ago under the leadership of  Roman Nicholishin, 
The Prut River Boys and their four-part a capella singing have graced 
many weddings, funerals and bishop’s levees.

Within Toronto’s Ukrainian community, The Prut River Boys embrace 
their role as goodwill ambassadors for St. Vladimir Institute. Their love 
of  Koliada during the Christmas season has raised over $170,000 for  
St. Vlad’s since their inception. More than 20 members have parti-
cipated in koliada through the years and there is always room for 
others who share our passion to join in the fun. 

(L – R) The Prut River Boys: Victor Krisel, Mark Olynyk, Paul Slavchenko,  
Taras Hiltschuk,  Slawko Workewych, Ivan Franko, and Boris Balan visit Canada’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Chrystia Freeland during Koliada, January 8th, 2019. 

Welcoming Spring at St. Vladimir Institute. Why Is It Important?
Orest Sushko, SVI  Board Member 
The celebration of  Stritennia on February 10th became a new SVI 
tradition when members got together with the newly elected Board a 
week before Family Day. Father Bohdan Sencio blessed the Institute 
premises with Jordanian water. Traditional food was served and guests 
were entertained with vibrant music, colourful fresh flowers, trivia 
questions and fitting prizes.
Stritennia delivers with it a spirit of  renewal that is not only symbolic, 
but also poignant for St Vladimir Institute at this time. We here at 
SVI are beginning to make plans for a change of  season, for a future 
– a spring, summer, and fall leading to a re-birth of  our own. Our 
members, volunteers and supporters, all make St Vladimir Institute a 
very special family. Our sincere thank you to our cherished staff and 
volunteers who brought the festivities to life, and to our guests who 
made it a very heartfelt celebration.
The Christian holiday of  Stritennia, the Feast of  the Lord’s Word is very 
symbolic in our theological history, and has been celebrated since the 
end of  the 5th century. The 40th day after the Epiphany is celebrated 
with the greatest solemnity. This day is a procession to the Temple of  
the Resurrection. It is the day when Mary and Joseph brought Jesus as 
their child, before God. They met a gray-haired old Simeon who had 
been waiting for a meeting with the Lord for many years. According to 
the Gospel of  Luke, Simeon was a righteous man, and it was announced 
from the Holy Spirit that he would only die when he saw Jesus Christ. 
Before his death, Simeon announced that the Infant, whom he was 
finally destined to see, would go forward “to serve the salvation of  
men.”  There was also Anna the Prophetess, an 84-year old widow who 
recognized God’s child and Savior in Jesus.  This presentation of  Christ 
to the last prophets symbolizes Stritennia as a bridge, between the Old 
and New Testament.  The new, the future has been introduced to the 
past.

Hromnycia, as this celebration was once referred to in certain regions of  
Ukraine, was steeped in folkloric meaning. It referred to the one day in 
winter when one could hear the sound of  thunder. Such thunder would 
signify the meeting of  winter and spring. Prior to the 17th century, 
in accordance with the unreformed calendar, this was considered 
the beginning of  the New Year. Hromnycia denoted the beginning of  
spring rituals; water placed in unused containers, and wax made into 
candles were put aside for use in other rituals throughout the year, as 
both of  these elements were considered sacred. Water is an element of  
the Universe and wax was made by bees which were ‘gold’s fly’ as they 
produced honey, representing the spirit of  the ancestors (Sztendera, 
1993).
We have many new board members joining the family this year, 
including myself. We are a diverse, energetic, and unified group 
of  board members: past presidents, people who grew up with the 
Institute, all of  whom are driven in establishing ways to make this 
pillar of  our community a unique, resilient and accessible place for 
future generations.

Photo: Graham Bowley

Trojisti muzyky performing at  
SVI Stritennia (L-R): Ivan Franko 
(violin), Orest Sushko (tsymbaly),  

Bill Hawryshuk (drum).
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When the founders of  St Vladimir Institute (SVI) 
set out in the mid-1960s to build our current 
facility at 620 Spadina Avenue, they were guided 
by a practical vision: to establish a downtown 
community centre (then, primarily, to serve the 
local Ukrainian-Orthodox faithful), and a student 
residence to give our young people a place to live 
and celebrate to their ancestry while attending 
post-secondary campuses in Toronto.

For a half  century, that vision endured. While 
other downtown Toronto Ukrainian-Canadian 
organizations have either folded or moved to new 
locations in the suburbs, St Vlad’s has maintained 
a strong presence in the heart of  Canada’s largest 
city. It’s not an exaggeration to say we are the face 
of  the local Ukrainian community at an address 
that matters.

Were our founders still with us, it’s likely they 
would also have said that nothing lasts forever. 
What has served the community well for multiple 
decades cannot last in perpetuity — either in its 
physical infrastructure or in the activities taking 
place inside those walls. In a rapidly changing 
world, what worked in 1969 is not sufficient to 
meet our needs in 2019.

For the past year, your Board of  Directors 
has taken notice of  this reality. Bluntly put: 
our present conditions will not sustain us for 
the next 50 years. To its credit, the Board has 
recognized this challenge and has resolved to take  
St. Vladimir Institute into the 21st century –  
in the interest of  our members and supporters, 
and the broader Ukrainian community and 
beyond.

At our 2018 annual general meeting in December, 
those in attendance (more than 60) were provided 
with a glimpse of  the future. They were guided 
through a presentation that imagined a “new” 
SVI, one that features a vastly enlarged museum, 
an expansive art gallery and exhibit hall,  
300-seat theatre, modern office spaces, banquet 
facilities, underground parking and, potentially, a 
sparkling new student residence. And more.

What was contained in the presentation – and 
what was enthusiastically received by those at 

the AGM – is what I like to describe as “the sizzle”.  
“The steak” will require a massive effort by all of  us 
to bring this dream to reality.

To be clear, what is being proposed is nothing short 
of  the redevelopment of  620 Spadina Avenue. 
Our neighbours to the immediate north, the 
Knox Presbyterian Church, are actively working 
toward the redevelopment of  their property. Joint 
underground parking, for example, is one area of  
mutual interest that we can cooperate with them.

We are presently drafting a preliminary 
business plan that will guide us through the 
redevelopment process. We’re trying to cover all 
our bases: external partners in the Ukrainian-
Canadian community; design and architecture; 
programming and fundraising. Representatives 
of  the SVI board have met with a prospective 
endowment foundation which has expressed 
interest in our plans. To take “the sizzle to steak” 
carries a heavy price tag. It will be a test of  the 
broad Ukrainian community in the GTA and 
beyond to determine if  we can rally behind a 
common cause. I, for one, believe that this is the 
path we must pursue.

To date, nothing has been cast in stone. We have 
plenty of  miles to go before a shovel hits the 
ground. We may need to scale back our ambitions. 
Or, build on them. Everything is still very much 
up for discussion. Nothing will happen until SVI 
members endorse our future plans.

But the bottom line is this: St Vladimir Institute 
is making every effort to move forward into the 
21st century. We invite everyone to join us on this 
exciting venture. 

SVI Board Vacancies
St. Vladimir Institute is looking to fill two recently-vacated positions on its Board of  Directors. 

Candidates must be members in good standing of  St Vladimir’s and be prepared to volunteer  
5-10 hours each month on a committee(s), outside of  regular monthly board meetings (second 

Thursday of  each month). With the Institute actively planning for its future at 620 Spadina 
Avenue, now is an ideal time to help us grow and expand. 

If  interested, please send a note to SVI president Greg Hamara at greg.hamara@sympatico.ca 
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Ukrainian Museum of Canada, Ontario Branch
New Exhibit FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH – ОСНОВИ ВІРИ 
100 years of Ukrainian Canadian History 
Ukrainians began immigrating to Canada as early as the 1880s from 
a society where the Church was an integral part of  daily life. Out of  
necessity, the initial years in Canada were devoted to basic survival. 
By 1918, after almost 25 years of  Ukrainian settlement in Canada, 
the Ukrainian Canadian community had become strong enough 
financially and organizationally to respond to the spiritual, social and 
cultural needs of  the community by establishing the Church of  their 
forefathers in their new homeland, thereby contributing to Canada’s 
developing cultural fabric.

To mark the culmination of  the 100th anniversary of  the founding of  
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of  Canada, the Ukrainian Museum 
of  Canada, Ontario Branch has mounted an exhibit featuring the 
churches of  the Eastern Eparchy titled FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH – 
ОСНОВИ ВІРИ. Each of  these churches, located in the provinces of  
Ontario and Quebec, are presented in photographic form along with a 
brief  history of  the parish, the current, former and visiting pastors and 
how each made significant contributions to their own communities as 
well as to Canada’s multicultural history. 

The Museum was fortunate to make the acquaintance of  photographer 
Sterling Demchinsky, whose photographs illustrate this exhibit. Since 
the mid-1990s, Sterling has photographed over 600 Ukrainian 
churches for his Ukrainian Churches in Canada project, which began 
when he felt inexplicably drawn to photograph Ukrainian churches. 
Feeling that he was being called by God to begin a new phase of  his 
life, Sterling started attending church again and today he is an active 
member of  Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church in Ottawa (a church in 
the diocese of  the America Carpatho-Rusyn Orthodox Church, under 
the Patriarch of  Constantinople). Additionally, he is also a member of  
Assumption (Dormition) Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor in Ottawa.

When FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH opened on December 6, 2018, 
Sterling treated Museum members and guests to a wonderfully 
informative talk and visual presentation, “The Art and Architecture 
of Ukrainian Orthodox Churches of the Eastern Eparchy”. Discussion was  

lively and a great number of  ideas were 
exchanged.

While he has many other interests, the 
photography of  Ukrainian churches has become 
Sterling’s greatest passion. Thousands of  his photographs 
have been donated to both the Ukrainian Catholic Church and the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Winnipeg, Manitoba. Library and  
Archives Canada also receives donations of  his photographs.  
As Sterling states on his website, ukrainianchurchesofcanada.com:  
“So many churches are in danger of closing. They deserve to be documented 
as a symbol of our heritage and as a monument to our pioneer ancestors.  
Of course, when there are vibrant new Ukrainian churches in Canada, they 
deserve to be documented too – if for no other reason than we need to see examples  
of success more than ever now.” Sterling is determined to continue 
photographing Ukrainian churches well into the future. Every year he 
finds subjects to photograph that are in danger of  disappearing.

The main focal point of  FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH is the “chapel”  
re-created in our Museum space. Using liturgical objects borrowed 
from the Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor of  St. Demetrius, Toronto, 
Ontario, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of  the Holy Trinity, London, 
Ontario and the chapel of  St. Vladimir Institute, we reveal some of  the 
mysteries from behind the iconostasis which separates the Sanctuary 
(Altar area) from the Nave. The iconostasis itself  is represented by two  
“pop-up” photographs of  the Deacon’s Doors from St. Anne’s 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Scarborough, Ontario, and high on 
the wall behind the Holy Table is the Lord God Sabaoth from the 
St. Volodymyr Cathedral in Toronto, Ontario, all photographed by 
Sterling Demchinsky.

Also featured are four sets of  vestments, those of  an altar server (on 
loan from the Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor of  St. Demetrius), a set 
of  deacon’s vestments that belonged to the late Fr. Deacon Myron 
Bodnarchuk (on loan from his daughter Sonya Bodnarchuk), hand-
embroidered vestments that belonged to the late Very Reverend 
Michael Bodnarchuk (on loan from his son and daughter-in-law 
Evan and Bernice Bodnarchuk) and bishop’s vestments (on loan from 
His Grace, The Right Reverend Bishop Andriy). On display are many 
precious and rare publications and hand-illuminated musical scores 
generously loaned to the Museum for this exhibit.  

FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH – ОСНОВИ ВІРИ runs until August 17, 2019. 
Running in conjunction with this exhibit is a Speaker Series: 
March 14 Byzantine Iconography … Sharing the Joy of Writing Icons  

with Marianna Savaryn
April 4 Slums, Street Preachers and the Spirit of God: The emergence of 

the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Eastern Canada in the context 
of the early 20th century immigrant experience with Franko 
Diakowsky

June 6           A Taste of Liturgical Music with St. Demetrius Orthodox 
Church Quartet

June 20        Ukrainian Orthodox and Catholics After the Tomos: Searching for 
Unity Locally and Worldwide with Fr. Peter Galadza and the 
Very Rev. Archpriest Dr. Jaroslaw Buciora

June 27        Sisters, Frenemies or What? The Ukrainian Orthodox and 
Ukrainian Catholic Churches Compared and Contrasted  
with Fr. Bohdan Hladio and Brian A. Butcher, PhD

All lectures begin at 7:00 pm at St. Vladimir Institute, 620 Spadina 
Ave. Admission: $20 per lecture or $80 for the series of  five lectures.   
Students: $10 per lecture with valid ID. Tickets may be purchased in 
advance by calling (416) 923-9861

Daria Diakowsky (Co-President, Ukrainian Museum of Canada, Ontario Branch) 
thanks Fr. Bohdan Sencio for his blessing and church service in the Museum.
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What Is Petrykivka Folk Painting? 
St. Vladimir Institute welcomed 2019 with 
an inspiring 6-week Petrykivka Decorative 
Painting course, led by artist Oksana Pikush, 
and organized by Folk Camp Canada.
Petrykivka is a distinctive traditional paint-
ing style originating from the village of  
Petrykivka in the Dnipropetrovsk region 
of  Ukraine, and has become a hallmark of  
Ukrainian culture around the world. The 
distinct bright, floral designs synonymous 
with Petrykivka are becoming increasingly 
popular in fashion as well as in interior 
décor, and in 2013, Petrykivka was inscribed 
by UNESCO onto the Representative List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
This art form is not only pleasing to the eye,  
it is also known to be beneficial to one’s health. 
The artist must hold his/her breath in order 
to paint the characteristic brush strokes of  the 
Petrykivka style. Practised two to three times 
a week, this has been shown to significantly 
improve asthma, depression and anxiety. 
Oksana Pikush was born and raised in the 
town of  Petrykivka, and was taught by her 
parents Andriy Pikush (Peoples Artist of  

Ukraine), Maria Pikush (Merited Master of  
Folk Art of  Ukraine), and Ivan Dmytriuk, 
Master and teacher of  Petrykivka art.  
Oksana specializes in interior décor (mural 

paintings) and teaching Petrykivka art to 
children and adults. She graduated from 
the University of  Windsor, Ontario with a 
Bachelor of  Arts, Honours.

SVI Library: Hidden treasures for everyone to see
Halyna Ostapchuk, SVI Librarian

Working intensively over the last six months with our rare books 
and periodical collection – reviewing catalog records and cataloging 
hitherto uncatalogued materials – I have discovered many fascinating 
and little-known items published in Ukraine, Europe, and North 
America over the last hundred years. It occurred to me that it would 
be of  interesting to share these materials with the SVI community. 
Thanks to the generosity of  the Ukrainian Museum of Canada, Ontario 
Branch, the Library is able to take advantage of  their newly acquired 
locking display cabinets. This will give me a chance to securely display 
these rare publications, some of  which are extremely delicate and 
unique.

Taras Shevchenko (Mar. 9, 1814 – Mar. 10, 1861) is considered Ukraine’s 
national bard. In March, Ukrainians all over the world celebrate his 
life and work so I decided to mount the first such exhibition of  rare 
books around these dates. It will consist of  two sets of  publications, 
one of  materials published in Winnipeg at the time of  the First World 

War and the other of  materials published in Displaced Persons (DP) 
camps in Germany right after the Second World War (1945-46).

The first set will include the series entitled Iliustrovana Shevchenkivs’ka 
biblioteka, which was published in Winnipeg by the well-known 
newspaper and book publisher “Kanadiiskyi farmer” between 1914 and 
1918. This series originally had 24 booklets. So far I have not been able 
to determine whether any library in the world has a full collection, 
but, at present, the SVI Library has twelve (the University of  Toronto 
Library has only nine).

To appreciate the importance of  such a publication it is necessary to 
understand the historical context. During World War I when Ukraine 
was caught between two warring empires, the Russian and Austro-
Hungarian, Ukrainians in the diaspora became essentially isolated 
from their homeland leaving them desperate for any written and 
published word from the old country. At this time it was entities such 
as “Kanadiiskij farmer” that stepped in and heroically worked to fulfill 
this great need of  Ukrainians in Canada. Following “Kanadiiskij farmer,” 
other organizations in North America came into existence to produce 
publications and this growth continued throughout the post war years, 
especially in the 1920s.

The second set will appear under the name “Slova na dorohu” (Words 
for the Road), the name of  a set of  booklets (mimeographs made with 
a wax stencil) produced as gifts to emigrants about to board ships 
for the New World. Though these books were not dedicated to Taras 
Shevchenko per se, many include his poems as well as works of  Ivan 
Franko, Lesya Ukrainka and others. Remarkably, it is likely that the 
drawings on most of  the covers of  these booklets were done by the 
famous graphic artist and book illustrator Edward Kozak, well known 
for the periodical Lys Mykyta, Komar and many other publications.  
The clue lies in the initials E.K. on some of  the covers which was how 
he often signed his work.

The exhibit will be in the SVI lobby March 8-27, 2019.

UCRDC volunteers at the Library Exhibit (L. to R): Marta Waschuk,  
Halyna Ostapchuk (Librarian), Halyna Junyk, Bohdan Figol,  
Natalka Mysakowec, Ruslan Bokiy, and Bozhena Gembatiuk.
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Toronto Ukrainian Geneaology Group 
On Tuesday, February 12, 2019, Maria Rypan presented her book,  
It all begins with Mother, about her uncle  Lubomyr Husar (26 February 
1933 – 31 May 2017)  for The Toronto Ukrainian Genealogy Group. 
His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar was the major archbishop (first elected 
in independent Ukraine) of  the Ukrainian Catholic Church, a minority 
church in Ukraine but the largest sui juris Eastern church in full 
communion with the Holy See. He was also a Cardinal of  the Catholic 
Church. After the transfer of  the see of  Lviv to Kyiv in 2005, he was 
the Ukrainian Catholic Major Archbishop of  Kyiv-Galicia. In February 
2011 he became Major Archeparch Emeritus after he resigned due to 
ill health.
Maria spoke about the correspondence Fr. Lubomyr kept with his 
mother Rostyslava, sister Marta and her husband Zenon through 
weekly letters. She showed many incredible photos from two family 
albums dating as far back as the early 19th century, and introduced 
many ancestors and their lives honouring the village of  Kalne, where 
Rostyslava Demczuk, the mother of  His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar, 
was born and married Yaroslav Husar.
This visual presentation included a brief  introduction of  four 
‘rodovody’ pedigrees: the Bylynkevych dynasty, Demczuks, Hammers 
and Husars, and their great-grandson Lubomyr Husar.

Ukrainian Women in the GULAG: When Survival Meant Victory
Bozhena Gembatiuk 
Executive Administrator, UCRDC 
On a bitterly cold evening in January, over 
60 people came out to St. Vladimir Institute 
to attend Dr. Oksana Kis’s lecture “Ukrainian 
Women in the GULAG: When Survival Meant 
Victory”.
Oksana spoke about various aspects of  
women’s lives in the very harsh and brutal 
circumstances of  the GULAG (the acronym 
for the “Chief  Administration of  Corrective 
Labor Camps and Colonies”) camps and 
prisons. Although religion was strictly 
forbidden in the GULAG camps, women felt 

an overwhelming need to pray, to appeal to 
God in their desperate situation and managed 
to conduct group prayers and improvised 
liturgies in secret.   
In those inhuman and adverse conditions 
women also had a strong need for creativity. 
“Creative work brought psychological relief to 
women”. Composing poems and songs enabled 
them to show emotion and somewhat distract 
themselves from the terrible realities they 
found themselves in. Almost everyone 
embroidered, including the men, and these 
small pieces of  cloth, which were often 
presented to a friend, became for them 
a symbol of  their camp community and 
solidarity. 
The captive audience listened to and hung 
on every word Dr. Kis was saying. Her visual 
presentation awed us with photographs, 
beautiful examples of  prison embroideries 
and the sentimentality of  hand written poems 
and letters. In Oksana’s words: “Women were 
trying to create a little oasis of humanness in those 
beastly conditions”.
The event was sponsored by the Ukrainian-
Canadian Research and Documentation 
Centre and co-sponsored by the Canadian 
Institute of  Ukrainian Studies at the 
University of  Alberta and St. Vladimir 
Institute of  Toronto.
Historian, anthropologist and Senior Research  
Fellow at the Institute of  Ethnology, National 
Academy of  Sciences of  Ukraine in Lviv, 
Oksana Kis is also Director of  the Lviv 
Research Center “Woman and Society” (NGO) 
and president of  the Ukrainian Association 
for Research in Women’s History and author 

of  numerous publications.
Oksana recently spent four months in Toronto 
as a Petro Jacyk visiting scholar at the Center 
of  East-European, Russian and Eurasian 
Studies at the University of  Toronto and as a 
recipient of  the Kolasky research award from 
CIUS.
During her fellowship she conducted 
research in the UCRDC Archives and began 
a new research project on the everyday lives 
of  Ukrainian refugees in DP camps in post-
WWII Europe.

From Oksana Kis’s visual presentation:
prison embroideries of Hanna Protskiv-Liven, 1949

Author Oksana Kis (R) presenting her books to UCRDC  
library volunteer Krystyna Killam (L)
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Embroidered Memories – Вишивані Спогади
St.Vladimir Institute is proud to present Embroidered Memories – Вишивані Спогади 
– a folk-art installation and exhibit featuring over 750 embroidered Ukrainian Canadian 
pillows – podushky. The SVI Theatre will be filled with these treasures, paying homage to 
the over 150 artisans who so skillfully expressed their personal and cultural expression 
with a needle and thread.

Created by renowned Canadian artist/curator Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn, this unique 
exhibit features podushky collected across Canada from Sidney, BC to Sydney NS and 
shares stories behind these eclectic artifacts, the artists, and the many others who share a 
clear passionate relationship to these cultural icons.

For some, these beautiful artifacts evoke a deep, intuitive cultural bond to the Ukrainian 
homeland and immigrant experience. For others, podushky represent thousands of  hours 
of  detailed stitchery and artistic excellence. Whatever the connection, embroidered 
podushky have become keepsakes out of  respect for our ancestors, as well as the sheer 
beauty of  the craftsmanship.

Embroidered Memories is on view from March 31 – June 2, 2019. Opening Reception 
Sunday March 31, 2:00-5:00pm, Curator’s Tours on June 1 & 2 at 1:00pm and 3:00pm. 
Contact (416) 923-3318 for exhibit hours and more information.

Folk Camp Canada
Stephanie Turenko, Folk Camp Canada

The past year was extremely busy for Folk Camp Canada (FCC). Some highlights from the 2018 
Annual Report include 23 workshops across Ontario, another successful Melanka celebration 
and koliada season, the 4th annual Summer Camp in Grafton, Ontario, as well as a growing 
membership and excellent social media presence. Folk Camp is very grateful for St. Vladimir 
Institute’s continued support providing space for its Folk School programming throughout 
the year.

Folk Camp Canada held its Annual General Meeting this year on February 9, at St. Vladimir 
Institute. Bozena Hrycyna, Executive Director chaired the meeting which featured a beautiful 
slideshow by Creative Director Oksana Hawrylak. 

Folk Camp Canada warmly welcomes the following members onto the Board of  Directors: 
Bozena Hrycyna (Executive Director), Mary Ptucha (Chair), Marichka Galadza (Vice Chair), 
Ada Dahli (Treasurer), Angela Lytle (Secretary), Stephanie Turenko (Member at Large), Ksenia 
Khan (Volunteer Coordinator), Alesia Nahirny (Member at Large), Oksana Hawrylak (Creative 
Director).

To learn more about Folk Camp and its upcoming events, visit www.folkcamp.ca

SELO reunites “A gathering of the Clan”
Larisa Sembaliuk-Cheladyn 

This summer it will be 45 years since the first CIC/SELO Ukrainian Cultural Immersion 
Camp was first held in Oakville at “Oselia Kyiv”. So many of  my best memories come from 
those SELO summers - laughing, crying, singing, gaming (Partisan), cooking, and talking 
late into the night about the meaning of  life. 

My best friends are from this eclectic group of  people that came from all across Canada 
and the United States. SELO was a game changer for me, and I’m sure it influenced/
inspired my latest Embroidered Memories Exhibit. So this is a (semi) spontaneous invitation 
to use the opening reception of  the exhibit in Toronto to reunite. 

Get in the car/book a flight and bring your old photos, tsymbaly, sopilky, and singing 
voices! March 31, 2019, 2:00pm until. . . whenever! At St. Vladimir Institute Toronto. RSVP 
to Tamara Ivanochko (416) 923-9861 to make sure we have enough wine and food.

Take Care, Будьмо!
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Winter-Spring 2019
SCHOOL VISITS AT SVI
SVI offers programs designed for schools 
& students of all ages, including special 
exhibit tours, hands-on workshops, visits to 
the SVI Library and Ukrainian Museum of 
Canada,Ontario Branch, treasure hunts and 
more. To schedule your school’s next field trip, 
please contact Lidia Smilka, Cultural Director. 
We’d be happy to customize workshops and 
presentations for your students.  
cultural@stvladimir.ca or  
(416) 923-3318, Ext. 104

EVENTS, WORKSHOPS, 
LECTURES AT SVI 

HIDDEN LIBRARY TREASURES
March 8 – March 27, 2019
Display of Rare Publications from the SVI Library.
Ukrainians all over the world celebrate the life 
and work of Taras Shevchenko (1814 –1861), 
an outstanding Ukraine’s national bard. In honour 
of Shevchenko Days, SVI library is exhibiting 
some very rare publications.

2019 WOLODYMYR DYLYNSKY MEMORIAL 
LECTURE 
March 21, Thursday, 7:00 pm
The 2019 Wolodymyr Dylynsky Memorial Lecture 
“Ukraine’s Political Reforms Amidst а Host of 
Federalization and Decentralization Demands” 
by Prof. Anatolii Kruglashov of Chernivtsi 
National University, Head of the Department of 
Political Science and Public Administration and 
Director of the Research Institute for European 
Integration and Regional Studies at Chernivtsi 
National University

EMBROIDERED MEMORIES 
March 31-June 2, 2019
Don’t miss this exciting folk-art installation and 
exhibit, curated by Larisa Sembaliuk-Cheladyn 
OPENING RECEPTION March 31, 2:00 pm. 
CURATOR’S TOURS June 1 & 2, 1:00pm, 
3:00pm (see Page 6 for more details) 

LECTURE: UKRAINIAN WEDDING 
TRADITIONS
Monday, April 1 • 7:00 pm
Presentation on Ukrainian Wedding Traditions 
in Canada by Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn, Kule 
Folklore Centre, Edmonton, with live performance 
of traditional wedding songs by Kalendar.

PYSANKA WORKSHOP
Saturday, April 20 • 3:00 - 5:30 pm  
Learn the ancient art of Ukrainian Easter Egg 
decorating – a sacred and meditative practice. 
Pysanky, as these eggs are known in Ukrainian, 
are made using the wax-resist “batik” method, in 
which designs are drawn or written onto the egg 
with beeswax, and then submerged in a series 
of dyebaths. Pysanky are often very intricate and 
include layers of meaning, imbued with symbols 
of protection and goodwill. Instructors will guide 
you through all the steps of transforming a plain 
egg into a work of art. Beginners welcome.  
$30 to register. All materials will be provided 

(eggs, stylus, dyes, wax…) Additional materials 
and kits will be on sale to take home. Register by 
emailing folkcanada@gmail.com

POETRY READING 
Thursday, May 2, at 7:00 pm. 
Poetry reading in Ukrainian by Oksana 
Lutsyshyna and Olexander Averbuch, 
contemporary Ukrainian poets, followed by a 
group discussion on the latest trends and names 
in contemporary Ukrainian poetry, and questions 
from the audience in English or Ukrainian. 
Oksana, a native of Uzhhorod, Ukraine, has 
published four poetry collections, three books of 
prose, and numerous translations from Ukrainian 
to English. Olexander, a native of Luhans’k, 
has published two books of poetry and a range 
of translations between Hebrew, Russian, and 
Ukrainian. Both authors have won several literary 
awards and prizes.

INTERNATIONAL VYSHYVANKA DAY 
Thursday, May 16 • 7:00 pm
Celebrate your cultural roots with Sing-Along 
of Popular Ukrainian Wedding and Spring Love 
Songs (Vesnianky).

LECTURE: PLANNING A DIVYCH VECHIR 
Friday, May 31 • 7:00 pm 
Presented by Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn,  
Kule Folklore Centre, Edmonton. Live performance 
of bridal wedding songs.

PYSANKY TORONTO 2019
June 13-16, 2019
Hosted by Ukrainian EggCessories, PYSANKY 
TORONTO is a 4-day immersive retreat for 
pysanka enthusiasts. Participants have the 
opportunity to meet other artists, share tips and 
techniques, experience presentations from guest 
speakers and celebrate the art of pysankarstvo. 
All levels welcome (basic knowledge highly 
recommended). This is the only pysanka retreat 
of its kind in Canada, and draws attendees from 
all over North America. Sponsored by St.Vladimir 
Institute and supported by the Ukrainian 
Museum of Canada, Ontario Branch. For more 
information, visit ukrainianeggcessories.com

UKRAINIAN MUSEUM OF 
CANADA•ONTARIO BRANCH 

(416) 923-9861 www.umcontario.com

Museum Hours
Mon-Wed, Friday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Thursdays  10:00 am - 8:00 pm 
Saturdays  by appointment

CURRENT EXHIBIT 
FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH: Ukrainian 
Orthodox Churches of the Eastern Eparchy 
of Canada • ОСНОВИ ВІРИ: Українські 
Православні церкви Східної Єпархії 
Канади
Until August 17, 2019
The Ukrainian Museum of Canada, Ontario 
Branch, celebrates the 100th anniversary of the 
founding of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 

Canada with an exhibit highlighting the cultural 
and material heritage of the Eastern Eparchy 
churches in Ontario and Quebec. View sacred 
textiles and embroideries. Experience the 
distinctive architecture, music of worship and 
celebration, icons and iconography. Learn about 
the economic and community-building impact 
the churches and their facilities made within their 
geographic areas. Selections from the project 
Ukrainian Churches in Canada by photographer 
Sterling (Slavco) Demchinsky illustrate this exhibit.

FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH SPEAKER SERIES
March 14 - June 27, 2019
See Page 3 for specific dates and descriptions.  
All lectures begin at 7:00 pm at St. Vladimir 
Institute, 620 Spadina Ave. Admission: $20 
per lecture or $80 for the series of five lectures. 
Students: $10 per lecture with valid ID.  
Tickets may be purchased in advance by  
calling (416) 923-9861

2019 PYSANKA EXHIBITION
June 13-16, 2019
Thursday-Friday • 10:00 am - 8:00 pm
Saturday-Sunday • 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
The Ukrainian Museum of Canada, Ontario 
Branch presents a 4-day Juried Pysanka 
Exhibition. This event is an opportunity for 
pysanka artists to showcase the artistry and 
creative potential of pysankarstvo. We invite all 
pysanka artists to push the creative boundaries 
of this traditional Ukrainian art form and to be a 
part of this exciting event. This exhibition is open 
to the public. Visitors will be invited to view and 
vote for their favourite pysanka, both in-person 
and online. A panel of judges will adjudicate 
the entries and awards will be presented to the 
highest ranking pysanky in each category.   
Visit www.umcontario.com for entry forms and 
more information. $25 entry fee per pysanka. 
A selection of pysanky from Pysanky Toronto 
2019 participants will available for sale during 
this exhibition. This event is sponsored by 
Ukrainian Credit Union Limited and Ukrainian 
EggCessories. 
AWARDS CEREMONY & RECEPTION 
Saturday June 15, 7:00 pm, $10 Admission

CLUBS AT ST. VLAD’S

TORONTO UKRAINIAN GENEALOGY 
GROUP – TUGG
Meets every second Tuesday of each month,  
7:30 - 9:30 pm  www.torugg.org

TOASTMASTERS CLUB
Meets every Wednesday, 7:00 - 8:00 pm 
http://9204.toastmastersclubs.org/

We extend heartfelt thanks to the  
SUS Foundation of Canada and St. Volodymyr 

Foundation for their continuing financial 
support of St. Vladimir Institute’s cultural 

programs, and for funding Ukrainian Heritage 
Day 2018. We are grateful for your support of 
our cultural and educational programming!

UPCOMING EVENTS
These events were partially funded by generous grants from THE SUS FOUNDATION OF CANADA and ST. VOLODYMYR FOUNDATION.  
For more information about our events and programning, call St. Vladimir Institute at 416-923-3318, Ext. 104 or email cultural@stvladimir.ca
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1. Fr. Bohdan Sencio, SVI Chaplin, blessed St. Vladimir Institute and our member organizations during Stritennia on February 10  
(see Page 1). Pictured here in the UCRDC office, with Lidia Smilka, Cultural Director (L), and Greg Hamara, SVI President (R).

2. Directors and volunteers of  Ukrainian Museum of  Canada, Ontario Branch during the annual Volunteer Appreciation Lunch in 
December. Visit www.umcontario.com for involvement and membership opportunities at our Museum!

3. Pysanka workshop organized by Ukrainian Students’ Club, University of  Toronto.
4. Participants of  the Petrykivka art workshop (see Page 4).
5. Marianna Savaryn, artist/iconographer, presenting a lecture about Byzantine Iconography (see Page 3) at the first event of  the 

Foundations of Faith Speaker Series on March 14.
6 . Friends and colleagues gather in the SVI lobby to commemorate the late Andrij Makuch.
7. Larisa Makuch initiates a new fund in memory of  her father Andrij to support future researchers of  Ukrainian Canadian history.
8. Lianna Makuch (L), playwright and lead actor of  Blood of Our Soil, with her cousin John Zenon (R), son of  the late Andrij Makuch.

Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/StVladimirInstitute
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